OPEN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP MEETING
WASHINGTON: 12 JULY 2011

“And when we gather back here next year, we should bring specific commitments to promote transparency; to fight corruption; to energize civic engagement; and to leverage new technologies so that we strengthen the foundation of freedom in our own countries, while living up to ideals that can light the world.”
--- President Barack Obama
United Nations General Assembly, 2010

CEGAA was invited to attend the first high-level meeting of the Open Government Partnership (OGP), a new international initiative formed to advance President Obama’s and Secretary of State Clinton's vision of strengthening democracy and human rights, fighting corruption, and harnessing innovative technology in the 21st century.  

Co-chaired by the United States and Brazil in its inaugural year, a multi-stakeholder OGP International Steering Committee, comprising government and civil society representatives from around the world, met for the first time at the US State Department in Washington DC on July 12, 2011.With 60 countries represented, mostly by Ministers of Finance or allied officials, as well as CSOs, the gathering focused on securing concrete commitments to open, effective and accountable governance.

At this important meeting, CEGAA’s Director, Teresa Guthrie, took partin a panel discussion, andin the exhibition space of the OGP’s Innovation Alley,gave an overview of CEGAA’s activities.  This was an auspicious opportunity to showcase CEGAA’s work in community-level monitoring, and to present high-quality health financing evidencethat has had an impact on public policymakers and service providers. Interesting comments were received on the relevance of our work and the potential for utilising more innovative technologies to achieve our goals. 

The meeting wassignificantly inspired by Secretary Hillary Clinton’s opening keynote address (for the transcript, go to: http://www.state.gov/g/ogp/index.htm), followed by equally insightful addresses by the Brazilian Foreign Minister, Antonio Patriota, and the US Under-Secretary of State for Democracy and Global Affairs, Maria Otero.  Pertinent experiences were shared by Tim Kelsey (Director, Transparency Strategy, UK Cabinet Office), Helena Hofbauer (International Budget Project), Andrew McLaughlin (Executive Director, Civic Commons, USA), and Nikhil Dey (MKSS, India).
The ensuing plenary sessions covered topics such as: Promoting Transparency, Fighting Corruption, Energising Civic Participation, and Serving Citizens.  CEGAA’s work on empowering civil society in engaging with government budgets was presented in the “Energising Civic Participation” session.
Delegates were treated to a splendid lunch in the State Department’s exquisite formal gallery,during which we were able to mingle and meet with fascinating people. 

The afternoon programme began with organisational presentations in “Innovation Alley”, a vibrant interactive exhibition space, wherein CEGAA again presented information on our approach and impact. For details of CEGAA’s input, read through our presentation.
Other organisations invited to present were:

• Development Seed - Eric Gunderson 

• E-Governance Academy - LiiaHanni

• Centre for Economic Governance and AIDS in Africa - Teresa Guthrie 

• Frontline: SMS - Sean MacDonald 

• Google - Ginny Hunt 

• International Budget Partnership - VivekRamkumar, Juan Pablo Guerrero, Delaine McCullough 

• Sunlight Foundation - Andrew Rasiej and John Wonderlich

• Twaweza - RakeshRajani

• VotaInteligente - Felipe Heusser

• We are Future Gov - Dominic Campbell 

• Microsoft - Stan Freck and Chris Niehaus

• Open Knowledge Foundation - Rufus Pollock 

After the presentations, small group and regional discussions were held to debate the way forward.  The closing panel session, entitled “Leading by Example”, was moderated by Samantha Power, Special Advisor to President Obama, and inspiring case stories from various countries were delivered by:

Estonia - Ms.LiiaHanni, Program Director, e-Governance Academy

Honduras - Mr. Arturo Corrales, Minister of Planning and Development

Kenya - Dr.BitangeNdemo, Permanent Secretary, Ministry for Information and Communications

Mongolia - Mr.DawadashSambuu, Advisor to the Prime Minister

Overall, the represented countries demonstrated a high degree of commitment to open governance efforts, and prospective member nations have been requested to consider voluntary allegiance to the process. To join the OGP, participating countries must:

· embrace a high-level Open Government Declaration; 
· deliver a country action plan developed through public consultation; and 
· commit to independent reporting on their progress. 
For example, although South Africa has scored the highest on the Open Budget Initiative (an international measure of budgetary transparency), CEGAA suggested that all our country’s expenditure data, with performance indicators,should be made freely available on-line.  Kenya’s Minister of Finance has emerged as an exemplar in this direction, with the Kenya Open Dataproject (http://www.opendata.go.ke/).
CEGAA also issued a strong recommendation that development partners providing financial aid to Africa should be equally transparent about their activities, actual expenditure and future commitments in their recipient countries.

The OGP meeting signified a momentous initial step in the longer journey towards increasing governmental transparency, accountability and effective governance. CEGAA was proud to be part of this important initiative and will sustain our contribution to its process with authentic energy and action.
For more information on the OGP, go to:

http://www.opengovpartnership.org/
In another historic gathering convened after the OGP event in Washington DC, stakeholders met over two days as a Steward’s Committee to design and launch the Global Initiative for Fiscal Transparency (GIFT).  This body seeks to devise mechanisms for ensuring that public money is used efficiently, effectively and equitably to address such challenges as persistent financial stability, poverty alleviation, environmental degradation, and sustainable economic development through increased transparency, engagement and accountability.  Read more about this global community project.
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